
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church at large has drifted away from its original faith; something which Revelation 

chapter 2 and 3 deals with; however, before we take a look at those crucial accounts given by 

the Holy Spirit to the Apostle John, let us take a look into the history of the first church. When I 

refer to the church drifting away from its original faith, I am talking about the very heart of a 

true believer; and at the end of this teaching you will be able to identify with this – therefore, 

this teaching is a call to all Christians, to re-evaluate our faith – for those who find that they 

have really drifted far, this teaching will [with hope] draw you back on course; and those who 

find that they haven’t drifted that far, but aren’t truly on course, this teaching [with hope] will 

reinforce those principles of faith you once had. In general, this teaching is to serve all who are 

of the faith, to strengthen and encourage all to walk in and fulfill the glorious preordained plan 

God had designed for each one of us and the church at large – Amen! – As we draw near to the 

end of time, we need to ready ourselves for the gathering of the saints, which we address in our 

new book: Revelation Simplified – Click Here to download a free copy & also our 2 volume 

book on Evangelism which will help you fulfill your God-given mandate. 

Please Note: This teaching is in 4 parts; bringing us into the fuller understanding 

on what God expect from us and how we are to fulfill His calling in our lives. 

Early Church History 

After the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, He promised to send the Holy Spirit. The disciples 

of Jesus gathered in an upper room of one of the Jerusalem homes on the day of Pentecost 

received this promise when the Holy Spirit came upon them like a rushing wind in the form of 

tongues of fire – and they all were filled with the Holy Spirit [Acts 2:4]. In the book of Acts 1:8, 

Jesus gives the reason, saying: “…ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come 

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” The reason they were to receive the Holy 

Spirit was clear, just like seen in Matthew 28:19-20 – “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: [20] Teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world. Amen” – These Spirit-filled believers were to go into the world 

and teach all nations; but also to make more disciples who will do the same [to multiply 

workers to continue the works Jesus has started]. However, this didn’t happen! Now, be patient 

as we go through some brief, but key, points in history – we will bring it all together in showing 

the importance of how the first Christians lived compare with how far we have drifted away 

from the true form of Christianity. 

The disciples remained in Jerusalem for some time; and it was only when they started 

experiencing persecution that they were scattered to parts outside of Jerusalem and the country 

[mother-land] of Israel. The early church was under attack for nearly 300 years since Jesus’ 
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death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. Not only was Jesus persecuted by Jews and Romans, 

but now His followers were faced with similar persecutions – as it is written: ‘They will be 

persecuted for being followers of Jesus’ [2 Tim.3:12]. However, the early church [who was 

called ‘The Way’] started to be persecuted by the Roman empire who had a stronghold on 

Jerusalem; and ofcourse, some Jewish leaders were instigating these persecutions. Early –or- 

the first Christians had to meet in secret; although many of the Apostles used to speak in public 

places – some being accused, like Jesus were, of blaspheme and others for being troublemakers 

– standing a direct thread against the prevailing beliefs of the time, as well as being against the 

authorities of the time. In short, some of the original Apostles were captured and killed; and 

eventually all the Apostles died gruesome deaths; all but one – John; but John was boiled in oil, 

yet survived and later were exiled to a Greek Island by the name of Patmos [Rev.1:9-11]. 

Remember that we briefly looked at the account of Acts 1:8 were Jesus commanded His 

disciples to go into all the world... yet they remained in Jerusalem – but this was only until 

severe persecution broke out and scattered the believers [Acts 8:4 / 11:19-30]. God had to 

forcefully implement His commandment for the message of salvation to be taken to the world. 

This can definitely remind us of ourselves today and how the church can sit in a comfort zone 

for a long time, making minimum impact [especially when we lack in evangelizing and follow 

the God-given calling and mandate we have received from our Lord Himself]. Christianity 

started to spread outside of Israel; and at this time the new Apostle Paul were a forerunner on 

this quest. By force, believers were scattered into the Middle-Eastern countries, some into 

Eastern countries like India, others into what we know today as Turkey and as far along as 

Greece, Rome, and other parts of Europe – yet they were faced with many challenges, 

Christianity did gain ground in the areas where early Christians found themselves. Word 

traveled quickly along the European continent back to the Roman Empire and persecution 

outbreaks started among believers who settled in various Roman ruled cities and countrysides. 

Remember that this is a very brief account, what we really what to focus on is how did the first 

[or early] church functioned and lived. 

The first church didn’t gathered in temples and churches, for there was a great persecution of 

Christians; so they gathered in one another’s homes. It was first called a movement, due to 

believers going on from one home to another to worship God corporately and in secret; and this 

movement was later called ‘The Way’. It was about 300 years later that they started to gather in 

buildings called churches under a new Roman Emperor by the name Augustine, who himself 

became a Christian [although many have questioned the authenticity of his newly found faith], 

but it did lead to some level of freedom for Christians – however, it is not as much the building 

which is a church, but rather the gathering together of saints. The name ‘Christian’ was given 

to believers by their pagan peers towards the end of the first 300 year period, which derives 

from the Greek word: The Greek word Χριστιανός (Christianos), meaning "follower of 

Christ", comes from Χριστός (Christos), meaning "Anointed One", with an adjectival ending 

borrowed from Latin to denote adhering to, or even belonging to, as in slave ownership. 

Looking at some of the key characteristics of the first Christians, especially when Christians 

were still under server oppression and persecution during the first 300 years, will help us reflect 

on our own Christian lives; which in hand will help us take heed to the letters given to the seven 

churches of the book of Revelation, which we will look at a bit later. Coming back to the 

characteristics of early believers, it was notable how their oppressors classified them – it was 

said of them from outsiders: ‘Behold, how they love one another.’ The early church was a  



community where you were loved; something we clearly lacking in our churches today [or at 

least in many of our churches]. Instead of having a loving community, we have clicks of 

different classes. The early church taught a message of simplicity, easy to understand by 

everyone who heard their message. Today we find many ministers who sounds very clever, and 

the complexity of their messages are confusing even to intellectuals who are able to understand 

more difficult concepts. 

One of the most simple doctrines of the early church was: ‘Christ became man so that man 

[who believes] may become as God’ – somehow, this fundamental truth seem to be somewhat 

lost in most church teachings today; and even when it is taught, many have abused their offices 

by gaining riches for themselves rather than building a loving community which uplifts even the 

poorest of the poor. Early Christians didn’t only look after one another, but they even turned to 

their oppressors in times of famine – praying, feeding, nursing, and helping the very people who 

persecuted them. They put themselves off completely and by simple love, they reached out to 

extended a loving and helping hand to those who even murdered their own loved ones. What 

kind of faith was this? This was truly expressing Jesus to their world, even as Jesus prayed to 

His Father to ‘forgive them for they know not what they are doing’ while dying on the cross 

[Luke 23:24]. These early Christians lived the very expression of the life Jesus modeled to the 

world – they loved everyone even unto bitter death. The Christian History Magazine is filled 

with many articles on this subject which you can read and study on their website. 

One thing that is evident when we examine the lives of the first Christians is that they were a 

loving community, accepting everyone who wish to become a Christian into their midst – and 

not merely accepting them in, but accepting them as brothers and sister – poor, rich, murderers, 

criminals, prostitutes, adulterers, etc... where all welcomed as the faith teaches that those who 

believes and confess Jesus will be saved and forgiven [Rom.10:9-10 / 1 John 1:9]. No matter 

who you were, you were welcomed into the first church with joy and genuine love. Christians 

would span together to help fellow believers, they will offer them aid where needed, they 

looked after the old and widows, they even brought up abandoned children as their own [which 

was a norm for Romans to throw away their own children], they took care of the sick; and in all 

their doing, they shared communion and meals on regular basis. But what made them so 

different to what we experience today? They were taught a message of love! To hold dear and 

close to their hearts the commandment Jesus gave us all: ‘Love your neighbor as you love 

yourself’ [Matthew 22:34-40]. After all, love is the message we are to preach to our world, 

right? 

Entering the Gates of the Kingdom 

I want to share a brief summary of a teaching I done some years ago, titled: The Gates of the 

Kingdom [click here for the full teaching]; and I believe that when we follow these things 

covered here, we will be able to reinforce our Christian principles of faith; and ultimately we 

will be able to draw back to what Christianity ought to be. 

2019 were declared by the Spirit of God as our year of Restoration; and 2020 our year of 

Fulfillment. Now we can see this similar pattern in the story of Nehemiah with the restoration 

of the walls of Jerusalem – the walls were restored before the temple restoration could starts, 

showing a spiritual significance to our very own lives, for when our foundations are shaky, our 

worship will be compromised, for we set our own desires above the perfect and preordained  
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plan God has for our us. We ought to restore our Christian principles of faith; but not to what is 

generally known and taught in our age, for our age somewhat teaches from a point of a 

‘revolving foundation’ which claims to be keeping Christianity up with modern times. Yes, we 

live in modern times, but it is important to understand that the Bible was written in mind with 

all future generations – so we should not compromise our principle faith doctrines to so call 

‘keep it fresh’ with our times – the Bible is the ultimate truth and freshers than that you simply 

can’t get. 

With a comprehensive study on the Book of Nehemiah, we clearly see how Jerusalem is a 

reflections of the Heavenly city Zion; which is in scripture called the city of God [Psalm 48 / 

Hebrews 12:22]. In our age, I believe that God is pointing us back to reflect on the restoration 

of Jerusalem in the days of Nehemiah, so that we ourselves can be restored in our time. We will 

take a brief look at the spiritual significance of the gates which leads in and out of Jerusalem - a 

well constructed wall, barrier of protection, an elevated city of light and hope, a dwelling place 

which represents the union of God and His people, build on truth, principles, and love. We will 

do well in taking heed to the significance of each gate and how that plays a vital part in every 

Christian’s spiritual life cycle. The high fortified walls served as protection, keeping in good 

and keeping out bad. When the walls [our communities and people therein] of our faith are 

strong, we can live healthy Christian lives, we can hold dear what is true and our relationships 

can be more healthier – while we will also be more spiritually alert of dangers from outside [the 

temptations and wickedness in the world] and we can remain watchful from our towers 

[prayers/intercessions]; but it is form our gates [places of power and authority] that we cultivate 

godly lives. The walls of Nehemiah also relates to our salvation and the working out of our 

salvation [Philippians 2:12], and therefore we need to maintain our walls; but in this segment 

we will concentrate on the restoration of the gates as this is were we are failing today as a 

church – which represents the closeness of our walk with God, walking in the stead of Jesus and 

with the authority He has given us to triumph in this earthly life by His Holy Spirit. 

We will look at the ten gates of Jerusalem and what each of these represent in our walk with 

God  and life as a Christian: 

1. The Sheep Gate: 

This is the entrance level of every born again Christian’s life. We must first come to God as His 

sheep – we hear His voice and submit ourselves to Him as the sheep of His pasture, for He is 

the Shepherd of our souls. (Rom.12:1) we ought to give yourself to God as a living sacrifice. 

Don’t ask God to bless your plans and follow you wherever you want to go! It’s supposed to be 

the other way around. A shepherd pulls his sheep into line with the rod, leading them to good 

pastures (Ps.23:4). You are a sheep of God’s pasture, He is not a Shepherd of your pasture – He 

leads you, you don’t lead Him. (Prov.3:5 & 16:25). Build the sheep gate in your life through 

submission and worship, admiration and love (Ps.141:2/Heb.13:15,21). 

2. The Fish Gate: 

When you submit yourself unto God, you are taken to the fish gate. This shows that you’ve 

been brought into the sheep gate to be a soul winner – to bring in fish/souls. (Matt.4:18-19) In 

scripture, rivers and seas refer to multitudes… Here it is the nations and cities of the world. As 

the fishermen brought fish from the river of Jordan and sea of Galilee to Jerusalem, so to we 

must bring people throughout the world unto the sheep gate to worship God at His city in Zion. 



Soul winning is simple, we only need to follow Jesus and He will make us fishermen of men. 

To the Christian, soul winning is not an opinion, it is an essential and vital part of our work. 

3. The Old Gate: 

Here you are founded on the Word of God – Truth. As a soul winner, you will have many new 

converts to your credit. These are brought to the Old Gate to be taught the truths and principles 

of the Kingdom. The old gate was situated on the North side along with the main entrance into 

the city. This shows that souls only get to know God when they come into the old gate, for 

God’s throne is in the North (Ps.48:1-2). The old gate is a place of learning for all Christians 

(Mal.2:7). The Glory of God is accompanied by the old gate (2 Cort.3:8+18). The Glory of 

God follows the Word of God, both in the lives of the hearers and teachers. 

4. The Valley Gate: 

This gate represents the valleys of life, this is when everything seems to be against you. There’s 

two kinds of experiences at the valley gate: one helps the new convert become more patient, 

while the other brings the older Christian in faith to a place of humility. 

5. The Dung Gate: 

The dung was taken out of the city by this gate. The word ‘dung’ refers to worthless and useless 

things; that must be removed for purity and cleanliness to be maintained. Because of the valley 

gate experience, it leaves you with a lot of complaining and murmuring which deposits wrong 

things into you, so you need to get it out at the dung gate. Now you have learned that without 

God you nothing, you need Him now to clean the mess out. (Phil.3:7-9 & Gal.2:20). By now, 

you should not be afraid of what happens in the valley. After all, being born again means that 

you are dead, you only alive now because of the Greater One Who now lives in you. A dead 

man can’t fear anything! Rom.5:3-5; the hope that comes to you when you realize that greater 

glory comes from looking unto Jesus instead of your own abilities leads you to the next gate. 

6. The Fountain Gate: 

Inside the fountain gate was the pool of Siloam. The pool at Siloam was where the man that was 

sent by Jesus to go wash after Jesus made eyes from clay by spitting on the ground to make clay 

out of the sand and placed it in the sockets of the blind man (John 9:1-7). You will come to this 

gate to be washed and made clean, because the despondency resulting from murmuring and 

complaining are overcome by the welling up of life afresh from within you. John 4:4 You will 

experience the life of God in you like you newly born again. God washes you after coming from 

the dung gate and make you fresh again (Rev.2:3-5). This is also a place of fresh revelation. 

Jesus wants us to be stirred up (Rev.3:15-18) and not for us to be lukewarm. Its also a place that 

brings fervency and renewed power to your prayer. This takes you through to the water gate. 

Nehemiah 3:15 also speak of another significant feature at the gate Fountain Gate, “…and he 

rebuilt the wall as far as the stairs that descend from the City of David.” Although the verse 

mention stairs descending from David’s city, it also means by entering the gate you will be 

climbing up the stairs to David’s city. Now David was a man after God’s own heart (which I 

will speaking about in the next article). In other words, at the Fountain Gate, you will also 

experience a higher level as you start worshiping and praising God. This is what David did in 

his city – he worshiped and praised God.  



7. The Water-Gate: 

The water-gate refers to the Holy Spirit. The water gate was at Gihon, we read of the anointing 

of King Solomon in 1 Kings 1:32-35. We see through this that the water-gate speaks of a place 

of anointing. As you receive fresh revelation at the fountain gate, fresh anointing also comes 

with it. We can experience this by praying and walking in the consciousness of the Holy Spirit 

(John 7:38). This is where speaking in tongues is important (1 Cort.14:4) – it brings forth a 

new unction as you are edified. 

8. The Horse Gate: 

In scripture, horses represents strength, might, power and authority – it brings us into the 

consciousness of who we are and what is ours in Christ, we start reigning in life. Here you start 

speaking words of power (1 Cort.2:12). 

9. The East Gate: 

The sun rises from the east and this gate represents God’s glory. You are brought into the glory 

of God here. Matt.5:16 tells us what the glory does in our lives when we make use of it. 

10. The Miphkad Gate or Appointed Place: 

It’s a place of commissioning and also inspection for reward. In Matt.28:16-20, Jesus made an 

appointment with His disciples to meet with Him at an appointed place. Jesus commissioned 

them to take the Gospel to the world. Find out what Jesus wants you to do and start doing it. It 

is also a place of inspection of works for reward (Gal.6:9). Our works will be inspected by 

Jesus and we will be rewarded for it. 

An expression of excellence: 

After going through the ten gates, you come back to the sheep gate where the cycle continues. 

This is necessary for us to continually move from glory to glory. In this Christian life, it is 

important to know that you have a role to play. It goes both ways, between you and God. God 

gave us free will, so it is up to us to do what God ask and instruct us to do for us to experience a 

life of glory and excellence. Like Nehemiah, we must develop a strong desire to build up our 

lives and others too, so that the glory of God can be seen through us. People will talk about ‘the 

case of the unexpected’, but God has chosen you for the expected end (Col.1:27) – Christ in 

you, the hope of glory! 

When you don’t experience the glory of God in your life, it’s like a city broken down, and 

Nehemiah is crying out: “Let’s rebuild the wall and gates!” Start today to focus on the realm of 

glory, then you will think, talk and live in the realm of glory, and your life will be the 

expression of God’s excellence! 

The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches of Revelation 

Lastly, let us take a brief look at the seven letters to the seven churches found in the Book of 

Revelation 2 & 3 – this will help us identify our times and how we need to draw near to God 

again. 



Revelation chapter 2 starts out with saying: “Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write...” – 

Now John was commissioned by the Spirit of God to write unto the seven churches; and here 

the word ‘angel’ is used. Now another translation for angel is messenger. In context of the 

Revelation, we identify that the word ‘angel’ might not be an accurate pick of translations, 

however, the word ‘messenger’ does make a better fit. You might ask: ‘So what does it have to 

do with anything?’ Well, think of it; why will the Holy Spirit ask John to write letters to the 

seven angels of the seven churches – rather, it makes better sense if he was to write these letters 

to the seven messengers; which then, messenger is also refer to the pastors – as pastors are 

messengers form God. The seven churches also refers to the first seven main churches which 

were formed during the early church phase after 300 years since the ‘Way’ [or movement] 

started, which then later on was referred to as Christianity [as we have seen previously in this 

teaching]. The seven main churches which were established throughout Turkey formed the 

foundations of every denominational church we have today. When you trace back your church 

denomination to its roots, you will discover that it originated from one of these seven churches 

referred to in Revelation 2 & 3. Yes, we do have many more denomination than that of the 

seven churches, but many denominations recognize one another, but the bases are still traced 

back to one of these seven. This then makes the seven letters of Revelation very relevant to 

Christian today. 

We will briefly then look at what the Lord has said to each church; then you can do some 

homework of your own to find out to which one of these churches you are tied to. That will in 

hand help you identify some strengths and weaknesses within your church; and hopefully this 

will help you be to part of the process in getting your house in order – Hallelujah! 

In each case, we will show the original church name, the modern day name, what the Spirit 

commended the church for, and what the Spirit has against the church + verse reference 

1. Church of Ephesus: 

Modern-day Turkey       [Rev.2:1-7] 

Commended: 

“I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which 

are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 

liars:  [3] And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast 

not fainted” [verse 2-3] 

Rebuke: 

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. [5] Remember 

therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come 

unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent” [verse 

4-5] 

Commended: 

“But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  [7] He that 

hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I  



give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God” [verse 6-7] 

2. Church in Smyrna: 

Modern-day Izmir [Turkey: Lonia Region] [Rev.2:8-11] 

Commended: 

“I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy 

of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. [10] Fear none 

of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that 

ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will 

give thee a crown of life. [11] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death” [Verse 9-11] 

Rebuke: 

There’s not much rebuke to this church; however, it is evident that in their midst, there are some 

evil doers; but the Lord commend the church leaders who are humble and hold dear the truth of 

His Word – only giving a warning that they must not be swayed by the evil doers in their midst 

[see the above underlined portions]. 

3. Church in Pergamos: 

Modern-day Bergama [Turkey: Province of Izmir]       [Rev.2:12-17] 

Commended: 

“I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast 

my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful 

martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth” [verse 13] 

Rebuke: 

“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of 

Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things 

sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. [15] So hast thou also them that hold the 

doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.  [16] Repent; or else I will come unto thee 

quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth” [verse 14-16] 

Commended: 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 

stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it” [verse 17] 

4. Church in Thyatira: 

Modern-day Akhisar [In the far West of Turkey, due East of Athens]  

                                                                                                                   [Rev.2:18-29] 



Commended: 

“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the 

last to be more than the first” [verse 19] 

Rebuke: 

“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 

which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, 

and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. [21] And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; 

and she repented not. [22] Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery 

with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. [23] And I will kill her 

children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and 

hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works” [verse 20-23] 

Stern Warning: 

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which 

have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. [25] 

But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. [26] And he that overcometh, and keepeth 

my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: [27] And he shall rule them 

with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received 

of my Father. [28] And I will give him the morning star” [verse 24-28] 

5. Church in Sardis: 

Modern-day Sartmustafa [West Turkey: Province of Manisa]         [Rev.3:1-6] 

Commended: 

There seem not to be to much to commend this church for, however, in their rebuke there is 

some good noticed... 

Rebuke: 

“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not 

found thy works perfect before God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, 

and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 

thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis 

which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are 

worthy. [5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot 

out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his 

angels” [verse 2-5] 

6. Church in Philadelphia: 

Modern-day Alasehir [Turkey]                   [Rev.3:7-13] 

 



Commended: 

“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 

thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I 

will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 

behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 

thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 

temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] 

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. [12] Him 

that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and 

I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new 

Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new 

name” [verse 8-12] 

Rebuke: 

This church seem to be in the midst of evil, yet they are not falling into the hands of evil, 

therefore the Lord encourage them with a promise... 

7. Church of the Laodiceans: 

Modern-day Pamukkale [South Turkey]   [Rev.3:14-22] 

Commended: 

There’s not much to commend this church on, in fact, this church is in real trouble as they are a 

selfish congregation who is driven by the luxuries of this world, being blinded from seeing the 

difference between carnal and spiritual prosperity and success... 

Rebuke: 

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. [16] So 

then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

[17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” [verse 15-

17] 

Stern Counsel: 

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 

that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint 

thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.  [19] As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 

zealous therefore, and repent. [20] Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. [21] To 

him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 

set down with my Father in his throne” [verse 18-21] 

These seven churches are located in our modern-day Asia-Minor [Turkey]. The letters declares 

the triumphs and failings of the recipient churches and warns each congregation to repent. The  



advice in these letters is prophetic, forewarning present-day Christian communities of the snares 

that can lure us away from our faith. Our modern-day Turkey was the ancient trade express; and 

Christianity spread rapidly to other parts of the world through Christians who ministered to 

passing through traders and travelers. Below we will look at the comparisons of the seven 

churches in the days of John’s writings and its significance today: 

1. Ephesus 

The Church that Has Abandoned Its Love for Christ and His Teachings 

(Revelation 2:1-7) 

Summary and Explanation 

Ephesus was the prominent commercial and cultural center of Asia. Christ’s letter to the 

Ephesian church praises the congregation for its “deeds, hard work, and perseverance,” and for 

its rejection of false apostles (Rev.2:2-3). 

Despite its hard work and doctrinal integrity, Christ faults the community for having “forsaken 

the love [they] had at first” (Rev.2:4). This “forsaken love” can mean that the Ephesians had 

become less devoted to Christ or that the work they did was no longer motivated by love for one 

another. The letter to the Ephesian church does offer the community hope if they repent and 

rekindle their love for Christian living (Rev.2:5-7). 

Significance Today  

The lesson in the letter to Ephesus teaches that truth and love must go hand-in-hand. A church 

that upholds doctrinal purity at the expense of showing love is just as flawed as a church that 

upholds congregational harmony at the expense of truthful teachings. Instead, Jesus reveals that 

a church fashioned in His image must teach God’s Truth in love. 

2. Smyrna  

The Church that Remains Faithful Amidst Persecution  

(Revelation 2:8-11) 

Summary and Explanation 

Smyrna was home to a large Jewish community hostile to Christians. The Bible notes that 

slanderous accusations by Jews against Christians had led to Christian persecution by Roman 

authorities (Acts 14:2&19/ Acts 17:13). 

Christ’s revelation to Smyrna commends the community for its material poverty but spiritual 

wealth and acknowledges its wrongful persecution (Rev.2:9). Christ does not reprimand this 

church but warns of impending imprisonment for some of its members, urging them to remain 

faithful “even to the point of death” and remember the promise of their “victor’s crown” 

(Rev.2:10). 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2%3a1-7
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2%3a2-3
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2:4
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2%3a5-7
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2%3a8-11
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=acts+14:2
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=acts+17:13
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2:9
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=revelations+2:10


Significance Today  

Like the church in Smyrna, Christians are persecuted worldwide in obvious and insidious ways. 

This letter warns all Christians that although we may suffer greatly, the length of tribulation will 

be short compared to the promise of eternal life. 

3. Pergamum 

The Church that Compromises Its Beliefs 

(Revelation 2:12-17) 

Summary and Explanation 

The city of Pergamum was renowned for its pagan practices. The letter to the church there lauds 

the congregation for upholding its faith despite the city’s pervasive pagan influences 

(Rev.2:13). The letter then addresses the church’s sin by denouncing some of its members for 

following false teachings that brought about religious and moral compromise (Rev.2:14-15). 

The Lord calls on the community to repent or risk the judgment that will emanate from the 

“sword of [His] mouth”; which is the Word of God in action – the spoke Word (Rev.2:16). 

Those who repent will be given the “hidden manna” that is the grain of Heaven (Psalm 78:24), 

and a “white stone” or clean slate with a new identity in Christ (Rev.2:17). 

Significance Today  

Like the Christians in Pergamum, it’s easy to normalize the non-Christian behavior of those 

around us and allow that behavior to dilute our values (1 Cort.15:33). But the Bible urges us to 

“not conform to the pattern of this world” but be transformed by the renewal of our mind in 

accordance with God’s Word” (Rom.12:2).   

4. Thyatira 

The Church that Follows False Prophets  

(Rev.2:18-29) 

Summary and Explanation 

Thyatira was a wealthy commercial city. Jesus’ letter to Thyatira praises the church for having 

grown in faith and service (Rev.2:19). The church’s downfall was its devotion to a false prophet 

that led some members to commit idolatry and immorality (Rev.2:20). Although the false 

prophet remained unrepentant, Jesus affirms that the congregation can still repent by turning 

away from the prophet’s ways (Rev.2:21-22). The Lord reminds us in this revelation that He 

will repay each of us according to our deeds (Rev.2:23). The payment for sin is death. Those 

who persevere in faith, however, will receive a share of Christ’s messianic authority over all 

nations and triumph over death (Rev.2:26-28). 
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Significance Today  

Just as some in Thyatira’s church were led astray by a false prophet, Christians today fall prey 

to cult leaders, occult practices, and other false teachings. To share in Christ’s victory, we are to 

avoid these “so-called deep secrets” of Satan (Rev.2:24); and hold firm to Christ’s teachings.    

5. Sardis 

The Church that is Spiritually Dead 

(Revelation 3:1-6) 

Summary and Explanation 

Sardis was a city that had endured two surprise attacks despite its fortifications. Our Lord faults 

the church in Sardis for maintaining an outward appearance of being “alive,” while actually 

being spiritually dead (Rev.3:1). Alluding to the city’s history of prior surprise attacks, Jesus 

warns the congregation to “wake up” and repent, lest he “come like a thief” to bestow His 

judgment (Rev.3:2-3). Those in Sardis who heed Christ’s warning will be “dressed in white,” a 

symbol of purity and victory, and will be acknowledged in Heaven’s Book of Life (Rev.3:5).  

Significance Today  

Today, Christians can fall into the trap that ensnared the church in Sardis if we merely go 

through the motions of practicing our faith without really feeding our spirit. We can avoid 

becoming “the living dead” by engaging in our faith through Bible study, prayer, and 

fellowship. 

6. Philadelphia 

The Church that Patiently Endured Despite Weaknesses  

(Revelation 3:7-13) 

Summary and Explanation 

Philadelphia was home to a synagogue community hostile to Christians. Christ praises the 

Philadelphians for remaining faithful in the face of trials despite their limited strength (Rev. 

3:8). Jesus does not reproach this congregation but condemns its persecutors. (Rev.3:9). 

Christ promises that if Philadelphia’s congregants remain faithful to Him, He will protect them 

from the “hour of trial” and make them pillars in God’s heavenly temple (Revelation 3:10-12). 

Significance Today  

The message to Philadelphia shows us the blessings that come when we maintain our faith 

despite life’s tribulations. In fact, those who persevere despite weaknesses will stand strong as 

pillars in Heaven. 
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7. Laodicea 

The Church with a Lukewarm Faith  

(Revelation 3:14-22) 

Summary and Explanation 

Laodicea was a prosperous industrial and commercial center. Jesus’ letter to this church waste 

no time denouncing the congregation for its lukewarm faith, threatening to “spit” the 

congregation out of His mouth (Rev.3:16). Christ scolds this church for allowing its economic 

prosperity to cause it spiritual bankruptcy; and reveals that, despite its economic wealth, only 

He can provide spiritual wealth (Rev.3:17-18). Those in Laodicea’s church who open the door 

to Christ will share in His Heavenly banquet and have the right to sit with Him on His throne 

(Rev.3:20-21). 

Significance Today  

Like the church in Laodicea, it’s easy to become complacent in our faith during times of 

abundance. Christ warns us in this revelation that he will “spit out” lukewarm disciples. Instead, 

Jesus urges us to keep seeking the Lord’s face even after His hand has bestowed riches in our 

lives 

Conclusion 

After this examination of our faith, I’m convinced that you can see how desperately we need to 

turn from our ways and turn back to the ways of the first church. However, I do understand that 

history repeats itself over and over again; and in as much as I can show you by scripture and 

Christian history, together with Biblical prophecies the importance that we need to turn back 

and to do so quickly – many will ignore this message; while some will take heed to it for a 

while and then end up falling away again. To the few who will truly take heed to this message, I 

urge you wholeheartedly, pray from them that is not, so that they also may be – reconnected to 

the original plan of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit and express 

Christ to your world – Amen! 
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