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In our day and age, living in a very materialistic world, it is easy to struggle with faith. 

We look all around us and see things that are attractive to the flesh. We see neighbors, 

friends, and even family members driving nice cars, living in beautiful homes, dressing 

with style and class, going on holidays; and in general we see many folks seemingly 

enjoying their lives. Many times, in that, there’s a real danger to our faith; especially 

when we look at worldly folks, those who are not born again. We even start wondering 

why are these folks so blessed, yet, we who are following Jesus seem to be falling short 

of this nice life those of the world are enjoying.  

 

You are a regular church goer, you give your tithes and offering, you are prayerful, you 

know the scripture, you even go the extra mile in loving those who hurt you, lending a 

helping hand to those you betrayed you, being friendly to those who talk bad behind your 

back; and to some point, you start thinking: ‘Is this all worth it?’ You look at those 

prospering in the world and you see that they are not like you. So why do they seem so 

blessed and you not? You even come to a point where you start asking God: ‘Why me?’ 

All sorts of ideas start flooding your mind; and your prayer life becomes: ‘Give me, give 

me, give me…’, but you still not getting much. Does this sound familiar? Without raising 

your hand, be honest; if not at this present time, but some other time, we all go through 

these things – right? 

 

The sad thing is, when I look at the church today, I see many folks who start 

compromising their faith, because they lust after the things of the world. Many of you 

walk in envy of your neighbors, your friends, your family members; and sadly enough, 

even your own brothers and sisters in Christ. Yes, let’s be real for a minute. Some of us 

are looking at our brothers and sisters of faith, but instead of asking them what are they 

doing to live such a blessed life, we start developing wicked thoughts towards them. No 

and a thousand times no! There is nothing wrong for a Christian to be rich and successful. 

After all, Jesus said that ‘He came to give us life; and life more abundantly’ [John 10:10]. 

This abundant life Jesus came to give us is for everyone who believes in Him. This is a 

life of overflow; and it’s our rightful inheritance. Not that we deserve it or earned it, but 

it’s encapsulated in the free gift of salvation. True, study your Bible, you will find these 

truths in plain sight. You might be saying to yourself, ‘…but Jesus said we will always 

have the poor among us, so maybe that’s just my portion.’ Yes, Jesus did say that; but 

understand that Jesus doesn’t want us to remain poor. You might have come into Christ 

being poor, but it is the Word of God that will cause you to prosper and have good 

success. We will always have the poor among us, because new people are coming to the 



faith daily. You might have had plenty before you became born again, but now, as time 

passed, you started having less and less. You can’t be a Christian and still function by the 

same set of rules you did when you were in the world – it’s not going to work. 

 

Let’s look at Joshua chapter 1 and verse 8; it reads: ‘This Book of the Law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 

observe to do all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 

then thou shalt have good success’ Did you notice that? The latter part of the verse tells 

us that we will make our way prosperous and we will have good success; but look at the 

instruction this verse gives us in the former part: ‘This Book of the Law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 

to do all that is written therein…’ This is a key principle. God has given us His Word so 

that we may use it to prosper and have good success. Why? Because God wants us to be a 

blessing unto this world. Come now! You are a called out people, set apart from this 

world for the glory of God! No one listens to a poor man; you don’t have a voice if you 

don’t have money. So what is it then? You study the Word, but it seems like the Word is 

not working for you? Joshua was a wealthy man, yet God told Him these words because 

God wanted him to prosper more and have more good success. Now don’t get this 

message wrong; it’s not a prosperity Gospel I’m preaching to you; no, it is simply the 

Gospel; and in it there’s prosperity and good success for you and me. I tell you these 

things. because I have discovered in the Word that these things are true; not just for me, 

but for everyone who believes. Why then are we struggling in life? Why is the Gospel, 

this Good News not good when it comes to us living better lives? Is it because we don’t 

give enough? Many of you give to the full extent you can, but your cups are not running 

over. Why? And this question just becomes repetitive in our lives as we continue to ask 

why. We even get to the point that we don’t even know who we asking why; it is just 

why all the time with no answers; and we start becoming contempt with less and 

eventually with poverty. That’s not biblical for the Christian. 

 

So then, let’s take a look at the most common answer to this question. Let’s look again at 

Joshua 1:8, because you haven’t noticed it yet – ‘This Book of the Law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 

to do all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 

thou shalt have good success.’ Folks in the Old Testament didn’t have Bibles like we 

have today. Many times there weren’t even scrolls available for everyone; but the faith 

message and scripture was passed down from generation to generation in those days. The 

Jews of old had to memorize the scripture; and this started with Abraham, our father of 

faith. When we study the lives of our forefathers of faith, we will notice a pattern; a 

pattern whereby they taught and passed down these old scrolls and teachings of the Word 

of God. It was the Law of God they had to live by. Those who lived by these Laws we 

find to be the ones who prospered in life; and they had good success. The key to their 

prosperity and good success was that they lived the Word, for as it is written; they were 

to meditate on the Word day and night, so that they may observe to do all according to 

the Word. Why? Because ‘Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God’ 

[Rom.10:17]. You will not be able to accomplish anything without faith; and that is 

having faith in God’s Word. Remember James 2:17, ‘Faith without works is dead.’ Sadly, 

too many of us only listen to the Word of God, but we don’t hear it. Faith comes by 



hearing! Hearing the Word of God is what embeds God’s Word into our souls; and only 

then can our spirit respond to the Word. 

 

We seek a new revelation, yet God’s Word is God’s revelation unto us. What you need is 

the understanding on God’s revelation He has given to you, which comes by hearing. 

You see, God has revealed all of Himself that is needed for our living in His Word to us. 

The very Word of God is God’s complete and full revelation of Himself to us. Now, one 

can receive a revelation on a revelation; you can only receive understanding on what’s 

already been revealed. There’s nothing that will be added to the Word of God, as in the 

same way nothing must be taken away; and in God’s final revelation to John for the 

church, God instructs John to seal up the book. That was the conclusion of God’s 

revelation to the church. So open yourself up to receive understanding on the things God 

has already revealed to us. If you are just sitting here today and listening to what I have to 

say, your life will not change, you must hear the Word and what the Word has to say. 

That will activate the Word in you. It will move and stir you up in your spirit to take 

action on the things which has been revealed before hand. 

 

You think you have it now? No, not yet, there’s more you need to hear. Many folks in our 

midst have a partial understanding of what faith is; and it largely extends to the world’s 

concept of faith, being the complete trust or confidence in someone or something. The 

Bible on the other hand defines faith as, ‘…the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen’ [Heb.11:1] To fully understand this, let’s look at the 

Amplified version, which reads as follow: “Now faith is the assurance [title deed, 

confirmation] of things hoped for [divinely guaranteed], and the evidence of things not 

seen [the conviction of the reality – faith comprehends as fact what cannot be 

experienced by physical senses].” Faith is our title deed, our evidence of God’s blessings 

as seen in Ephesians 1:3. It is the magnet by which we draw from the heavenlies and 

deposit into our physical accounts. The book of Hebrews continues by telling us: “For by 

this [kind of] faith the men of old gained [divine] approval. By faith [that is, with an 

inherent trust and enduring confidence in the power, wisdom and goodness of God] we 

understand that the worlds [universe, ages] were framed and created [formed, put in 

order, and equipped for the intended purpose] by the Word of God, so that what is seen 

was not made out of things which are visible”; and it continues to give us the accounts of 

the men of faith recorded herein. Notice here, we understand [not that we going to 

receive a revelation, but rather understanding] that the worlds were framed by the Word 

of God. The more you work faith, the stronger it becomes! ‘Let us not be weary in well 

doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not’ [Galatians 6:9]. Listen; the extent 

of your vision is the boundary of your blessings. Papa Abraham stood in one place and he 

saw the entire world; and God gave him that which he saw [Gen.13:15], ‘for we walk by 

faith and not by sight’ [2 Cort.5:7]; but what is this faith? 

 

God has given us His Word so that we may observe to do according to all that is written 

therein. That means, God has given us His Word to use, but to use for what? Hebrews 

11:3 tells us: “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God”; 

and in Hebrews 13 and verse 5 and 6 we discover a principle, but let’s observe it 

carefully to understand what God reveals to us here. It reads: “Let your conversation be 

without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for He said, I will 

never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say; the Lord is my Helper, and 



I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” Did you notice the principle here? ‘…for He 

[God] said… So that we may boldly say…’ This is the principle of faith that framed the 

world. Applicable to this message, this is the principle we must work today in order to 

frame our world. We are not doing this by our own accord; but the Word of God is 

calling us out today to work our faith with audacity. Hear me today; start working your 

faith with audacity! 

 

What does audacity mean? It simply means to be willing to take a bold risk. Have 

complete trust, absolute confidence in God and His Word to you, being willing to take a 

bold risk. Even if everyone stands against you, even when everyone else is running the 

opposite way, even when everyone slams on breaks at the edge of the cliff; have faith 

with audacity to trust God’s instructions and start pushing back, start running the opposite 

direction even if it means you are to run by yourself, continue to leap over the cliff; for 

where it seems impossible with man, God says: ‘I’m-possible’.  

 

It takes great faith to adhere to God’s Word when the world is weighing down on you, 

when your adversaries seem to be so big, when you bills have piled up like a mountain 

heavy against you, when nothing seems to work out right. Jesus says: ‘Be of good cheer 

for I have over come the world’ [John 16:33]. I tell you today, by the Spirit of God, as 

God spoke unto Joshua: ‘Fear not, be of good courage’. This is repeated to us in the New 

Testament: ‘Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith; be courageous, be strong’ 

[1Cort.16:13]. ‘If God is for you, who can be against you?’ [Rom.8:31]. Can anyone or 

anything be against you? Sadly, many times we turn out to be our own worst enemies; 

and we ourselves are against ourselves. We might not always have the money in our 

hand, pocket or bank account; but having the material things of this world in our 

possession is not what makes us rich or successful; it is having faith; and faith with 

audacity that makes us rich and successful as children of God. It is having what we need 

at the time we need it; not by having a lump sum sitting in the bank waiting for a need to 

arise. It is by completely and wholeheartedly trusting God, having full confidence that He 

knows exactly what you and when you need it; and when God tells you to do something, 

to do it without question – “For I know the thoughts I think towards you, saith the Lord, 

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Isn’t this wonderful; 

God is giving us an expected end. That means we will know our end, even now. So then, 

let’s trust God, let’s work the Word and apply our faith with audacity – Amen! 
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Overview & Outcomes: 

 
Overview 
PeaceSmart ‘Two Fires of Conflict Conference / Workshop’ teaches students how 
to bring Biblical peace culture to every relationship in their lives. These 
conferences / workshops is increasingly important for those in ministry or those 
who are pursuing enterprise related activities. Professor Brian De Cook practiced 
law for over 25 years. In this practice, he saw how many families, churches and 
businesses suffered greatly because of conflict. This in-depth course will help you 
thrive in your bi-vocational or vocational calling – especially for Church Leaders 
and Pastors 

Outcomes 
1. Discern and pursue God’s purpose in situations of conflict. 
2. Discern and avoid harmful reactions to conflict. 
3. Understand and use God’s reconciling power through loving confrontation,    
confession, and forgiveness. 
4. Seek God’s presence in conflict through humility, faith, love, and sacrifice. 
5. Learn to apply PeaceSmart principles in families, organizations, and 
evangelism. 
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