
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 Soldiers? Victors? 

                                                     More Than Conquerors? 
 

 

 

Many times I ask these questions: 

“What does it mean when the Bible speaks about the church as soldiers?” 

“What is spiritual warfare?” 

…and almost as much as I ask these questions, I get answers which are not biblically correct. 

It is vital that we understand why the writers chose certain ways to express the truth, as well 

to whom the letters were originally written to, together with the time it was written in. Also, 

the words ‘spiritual warfare’ is not found in the original text of the Bible. 

 

Times has changed, but God remains the same; He is the same yesterday, today, and forever [Heb.13:8]; 

yet we must notice that the times of mankind then and the times of mankind now are somewhat 

different. Although the times are different, we can understand the Bible correctly in our time and also 

times to come, but we must rely on the Spirit of God to reveal these things to us, so that we can be 

biblically correct in our time as the writers were in their time. Churches has many times misunderstood 

and misinterpreted the parables and metaphors used in scripture; and as we see today, many churches are 

preaching what is pleasant to the ear, rather than teaching the truth the way it is intended to be. 

 

Let me start by this simple, yet many times, misunderstood verse in scripture – “And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 

[Matt.16:17]. This is were we get the song ‘the church will march on… 

 

This particular verse does not say that the church will fight or wage war; but bringing it into context 

with the following 2 verses, it starts painting a new picture for us: 

 “But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ” [1Cort.15:57] 

 “Ye, we are more than conquerors” [Rom.8:37] 

 

Paul, in his writings relating the church or members to that of a soldier, is speaking of discipline; and of 

spiritual training. The church has largely painted a war scene for Christians; and Christians are so 

focused on spiritual warfare, that they actually living in a constant battle which are not theirs. Why then 

did Jesus die? Why then did Jesus descended into Hades and defeated [stripped] the devils of their 

powers? [Col.2:15]. Did Jesus done all these things in vain? Have He done this only for Himself, so that 

He can come out back unto life before ascending to Heaven? Surely not! To understand these things 

better, let’s take a look at some examples in the Old Testament. 

 

We will march on, but the battle is the Lord’s / the Lord will fight for us…. This has been said by 

different men in the Old Testament, during different times in history, and under different circumstances. 

 

Let us understand this; when kingdoms opposed God’s children in the Old Testament, God would step 

in and fight their battles; it is where the natural realm encounters the supernatural realm. Here is where 

the confusion comes in: Folks don’t understand that there were a necessity for God to use His children 

[the Jews / Israelites] to purge the sin of other nations, for the world became a wicked place and 

everyone in it was serving wicked gods. We see this evident in the cities and land of Canaan; where 

there were sexual immorality, worshipping of idols, sacrificing their own children on altars to their gods 

[demons], and even bestiality. The land of Canaan was so corrupt that their children was born sinful and 

followed in these sinful acts [Lev.18:6-29]. 

 



God also purged the sin of Israel through plagues and striking down those who grieved God by sinning  

against Him and trespassing the commandments He gave [seen especially during the time of Exodus and 

the journey through the wilderness]; and at times [actually many times], by allowing other nations to 

attack Israel and even capture and exile them. This was mainly due to Israel being enslaved in Egypt and 

growing custom to the wicked acts of Egypt; then later they would also intermarry with people of other 

[wicked] nations; and so start serving other gods and bowing to idols. When Israel started marrying 

people form Canaan, they even partook in adulterous acts and also sacrificing their children to gods 

[demons]. We read about all these acts from Exodus right through to Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 

and even further. But the main aim here is for us to notice when kingdoms came against Israel and their 

just or righteous rulers – God fought the battles of righteous people, but left the unrighteous to their own 

destruction. This somewhat sounds bad and critics of God and of the Bible use this to say that the God 

of the Jews and Christians are a monstrous, power-hungry, bully. What they don’t understand is that 

God had warned people over and over again before leaving them to their own destruction. 

 

This confuses many even today; because in one hand we want to fight in battles which concern us not, 

we want to play God, we encage in spiritual warfare; at times we claim to be righteous, but in fact we 

are far from God. In these cases we find ourselves in the middle of a war zone, but in the presence of 

God; God is our shield, He is our fortress; and He will fight our battles. 

 

Looking at some examples in the Old Testament: 

  

Deuteronomy 20:1 – ‘with laws concerning warfare; it was given to the people not to be afraid 

when they went out against other nations in war… ‘when you see horses and chariots, and 

people more than you, fear not, for the Lord your God is with you’ 

  

1 Samuel 17:47 – young David went out against Goliath; and these words were spoken: ‘All 

the assembly shall know the Lord save not by sword or spear; for the battle is the Lord’s’ 

 

These are some acts recorded where people went out to war and God gave them supernatural abilities; 

but then there’s other recorded acts of even greater supernatural displays, such as: 

 

2 Chronicles 20:15 -  where three nations joint forces against a small multitude of Jews; there 

numbers were so great that it couldn’t be counted. King Jehoshaphat called for a fast and he 

prayed, and the Lord gave him a revelation to march out against these armies who was 

encamped in the valley. Jehoshaphat was so sure of the victory by the revelation he got from 

God, that he placed all the singers in the front line marching out to the enemy’s camp, singing 

and playing instruments. See what is written: ‘Thus say the Lord unto you, be not afraid or 

dismayed of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s’. What happened? God 

caused confusion in the enemy’s camp and every enemy soldier turned against his own and 

they killed one another, until not one was left alive. The people of Israel with their king didn’t 

need to fight, but they fearlessly marched out, singing and praising God. 

 

Yet, I want to point out another amazing story: 

 

2 Kings 6:16 – The king send his army to capture Elisha; a whole army to capture a single 

man. Elisha’s servant surely thought, ‘today we are doomed’; but the prophet prayed for God 

to open the eyes of his servant and also the army who came against him; and the prophet said 

to his servant: ‘Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that are with them.’ There 

was a mighty army of angels that stood by Elisha’s side, and Elisha was confident that he had 

the victory. 

 

God used the righteous kings of Israel to destroy their enemies; to bring victory to the nation of Israel 

and to give them an inheritance; however, in many other cases when there was no need to purge the sins 

of other nations, God fought the battle for Israel. Like Israel, we also have a king, He is the Lord Jesus, 

more righteous than all, He did not only bring us victory, but He Himself is Victory; and He fought our 

battle more than 2’000 years ago, ahead of time, and He brought us victory. He descended into Hades 

and stripped the devils from their powers. Jesus is our righteousness, He is our victory; through Him we 



triumph over our enemies. I love the way Paul by revelation expresses this: ‘We are more than 

conquerors’ [Rom.8:37]. Yes, we train like soldiers, we are to be discipline like soldiers, we not only 

march out, but we march on in victory. Victory is a sure thing for those who love God [Rom.8:28], when 

we remain in the presence of the Lord, we can say like the Psalmist: ‘Even I walk through the valley of 

shadows of death, I will fear no evil’ [Psa.23:4]. ‘Even a thousand come on my side, ten thousand on my 

right, none will come near me’ [Psa.91:7]. ‘He [the Lord] prepares a table for me in the presence of my 

enemies’ [Psa.23:5]. How wonderful! While my enemies are plotting my destruction, I can sit down and 

feast at the Lord’s Table. My enemies can’t stand in the presence of the Lord; for it is written: ‘Every 

knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess…’ [Rom.14:11]. Jesus is my King, He is my Victory, He 

gives me rest and in the day of adversaries, He keeps me save. 

 

‘I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me’ [Phil.4:13]. We need to understand that when 

Paul wrote about soldiers and warfare, he laid emphasis on the characteristics of a soldier; not a soldier 

at war; but the discipline, readiness, and endurance of a soldier. We fight the good fight of faith 

[1Tim.6:12] – that is, we fight to believe and trust in God and His Word; we fight to know the truth, for 

the flesh is weak and profits us nothing. We fight to be spiritual minded, for the carnal minded see not 

spiritual truth and therefore weakens the entire being of man. Our fight is to overcome our own minds; 

not to reason out God’s Word, but to fully and wholeheartedly trust God and His Word. We fight against 

our own mindsets not to be corrupted by evil thoughts and the manipulation of satan. 

 

      Characteristics of a Soldier 

 

                                                                                       Soldiers are disciplined. They train hard and   

                                                                                       exercise a tremendous level of fitness to endure  

                                                                                       harsh conditions; which comes through their   

                                                                                       training and the harsh conditions under which  

                                                                                       they are trained. A soldier sacrifices themselves  

                                                                                       for the benefit of the greater purpose. They are  

                                                                                       ready at all times.  

 

                                                                                       We will look at some of verses in the New  

                              Time is running                               Testament which points to the characteristics of a  

                            out; we don’t have                             soldier and an army. Let us pay close attention to  

                              time to waste on                               the construction of these verses and understand  

                           things which sounds                            the truth which is express therein. 

                              nice; we should 

               focus on what’s                                2 Timothy 2:4 – “No soldier in active service  

                    important                                    entangles himself in affairs of everyday life, so  

                                                                        that he may please the one who enlisted him as a    

            [Psalm 67:2 / TLB]                           soldier.” 

 

Notice that it is written, ‘service’; and not war or 

fighting. The service of a soldier is in his training, 

his discipline, endurance and readiness. 
 

Ephesians 6:13 – “Therefore, take up the full 

armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in 

the evil day, and having done everything, to stand 

firm.” 

 

Again, in this verse and verse that follows, it does not speak about waging war; but instead, the latter 

part of this verse: ‘…and having done everything, to stand firm’, can be related to the verse in James 

4:7 – “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” Again, it does not speak about fighting the devil, but 

resist him. The armor of God is there for resisting evil. Now some ask: ‘What about the sword, isn’t the 

sword for defense, for fighting…’ Again, let us relate this to what is written in 



Hebrews 4:12 – “For the Word of God is quick, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 

the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

 

Again, we see that it is personal; dealing with our own soul, which houses our minds; and with our own 

spirit, which is given from God. It is not about waging war or fighting anything else than the good fight 

of faith [1Tim.6:12]. 

 

John 16:33 – “These things I [Jesus] have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In 

the world you will have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” 

 

Jesus didn’t teach us how to fight against things that happen in this world, neither that we will not have 

trails and tribulations, but rather He taught us how to react to such things – with the confidence that He 

has already overcome the world. Very important: Jesus taught us how to react to the world; not to be like 

the rest of the world, for we have been set apart from this world by His victory of it; and to have His 

peace. 

 

Lastly; there is still one verse by which many believe that we are fighting soldiers; and I want to take the 

time out to explain this: 

 

Ephesians 6:12 – “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

 

Wrestling and fighting is not the same! To fight is to do physical harm to another, to wrestle is to resist. 

Even here, James 4:7 [which we read earlier] is complimenting Ephesians 6:12 – both indicates 

resistance, not fighting. 

 

With this, let’s then also look at 2 Corinthians 10:4 – “(for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds).” 

 

The King James Version, which is the closes translation to the original text of the Bible [but not always 

100% correct], has placed verse 4 in brackets. This was done in some versions of the Bible to lay 

emphasis on either the previous verses or verses to follow. It is important to understand that words 

placed in brackets like verse 4 is not found in the original translations of the Bible. This does not mean 

they are not important, but we must look deeper into such things to see how accurate and relevant these 

emphasis are to the original writings. In this case, and relating to other similar verses, we see in the 

previous verse: “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh” [2Cort.10:3]. Scholars 

thought it would be a ‘nice touch’ to include this, but they place the previous verse and the verse to 

follow out of context; somewhat changing the readers perception on what was originally said. Let’s look 

at this portion without the brackets: 

‘For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: Casting down imaginations, and every 

high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 

the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 

fulfilled.’ The underline portions [: / imaginations / against the knowledge / thought / obedience is 

fulfilled] are all directed at the mind and its condition. Now read it again with the added words in 

brackets: 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (for the weapons of our warfare are not 

carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds); Casting down imaginations, and 

every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 

thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your 

obedience is fulfilled’ [2Cort.10:3-6]. Do you notice how is influence your view on the true meaning of 

this portion? 

 

I find that some churches dealing with the casting out of devils and demons engage in a very aggressive 

way. They shout and scream, they even out of breath and sweating when they think they done. This is 

not biblical all. No where in scripture is it found, not with Jesus, neither with the Apostles, that they 

carried on like some of us in the church today when it comes to casting out devils. To understand this, I 



want to highlight one verse in Acts 19:11-17. It is written: “spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and 

Paul I know; but who are you?” The sons of Shiba tried to cast out a devil, not because they had faith, 

but simply because they saw Jesus and Paul do it. Because they acted without faith, the demon harmed 

them, nearly killing them. 

 

Let us then examine this closely: 

Mark 16 from verse 17 – “These signs shall follow them that believe; in My [Jesus] name shall they 

cast out devils…”  

 

It is simple, in the name of Jesus! This means that we stand in the stead of Jesus, we are to exercise His 

authority as He has given us His name and authority. In doing this, it is wise to look at how Jesus dealt 

with demons. While on earth, Jesus simply spoke to the devils, commanding them in His own authority 

to come out; He didn’t shout and scream, neither did He touched the demon possessed, but simply spoke 

in His authority and they had to listen. The devils understand the authority of Jesus, and they also 

understand that they are illegally possessing people and things in this world. They understand that the 

name of Jesus is above every other name. The disciples of Jesus learned about this, so when they went 

about doing good and casting out devils, they done it in the name and authority of Jesus [we read of 

these things in the New Testament and the book of Acts]. Not only are we who believe to cast out devils 

as a part of our ministry on earth, but we can do so in our own lives to. Sometimes devils lay a hold on 

our finances, our jobs, our health, etc… in these cases, we have been given the Name of Jesus and His 

authority to cast them out – there’s no need to fight; instead, fight the good fight of faith; deal with the 

wavering of your mind. Soak your thoughts in the Word of God – “…be not conformed to this world, 

but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God” [Rom.12:2]. 

 

The church needs to let go of the concept that we are to enter the war-room, that we are part of God’s 

army, that we are soldiers in God’s army, that we are encage in spiritual warfare… The battle is not 

ours, the army of God is His angels, we are God’s saints; and as His saints we have an important 

function here on earth while it is God and His army that battles for us. Our focus must be on soul 

winning, preaching the message of salvation; let God be God and let us be His obedient children. Let us 

be disciplined like soldiers, to endure; let us fight the good fight of faith, so that our minds may be 

focused on what we have been called for; but let God fight the battle, for the battle is His, the work is 

ours – Amen! We continue in readiness for the coming and return of Jesus Christ; Jesus don’t need us to 

clear the way for Him, He needs us to testify of Him to others, so that when He returns, we are ready to 

go home. 
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