
 

 

 

 

   Redemption at the Core 
 

 

 

We don’t always understand God’s working, neither His mind in His doings [especially in 

the Old Testament]; however, to live the abundant life Jesus brought us [John 10:10], it is 

important that we learn a thing or so about the Old Testament. In this teaching, we will 

take a look at ‘Redemption at the Core’ of Israel and how all these things point forward to 

Jesus Christ our Savoir. 

 

First; we must understand Who Jesus is: ‘In the beginning was the Word, the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God’ [John 1:1-2]. 

It is important to note that the words: ‘…the Word was with God…’, are repeated from 

verse one to two. Then looking at verse 3 and 4; ‘All things were made by Him; and 

without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the life was the 

light of man.’ 

 

Now we must also understand that in Genesis; it was the Word Who went out from God in 

the form of the Spirit of God and hovered [brewed or incubated] over the deep [waters] of 

the earth. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was 

without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

moved upon the face of the waters” [Gen.1:1-2]. Water has the ability to reflect images; 

and we understand that things respond to God’s Word; so let’s look at what happened next 

in verse 3: ‘And God said…’ [Gen.1:1-3]. Stop right there! It was the Spirit of God Who 

was upon the face of the waters; and God said… The Spirit of God is also said to be the 

Word of God [Heb.4:12-13], and the Spirit of God is God Himself [John1:1]; as we also 

see in Colossians 2:9 that He is the fullness of the God-head. God is Spirit [John 4:24], 

and He works by sending His Word which return not void, but accomplish that which He 

sends it to do [Isa.55:11]. Therefore we can agree that the Spirit of God is God’s Word and 

also that the Spirit of God is God. As we already saw in John 1:1; ‘In the beginning was 

the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ Then in John 1:14; not only is 

the Word revealed, but God Himself is revealed, saying: ‘And the Word became flesh…’ 

Jesus is the Word of God, He Himself is the Spirit of God [Who is also the fullness of 

God], and in the Book of Acts, He returns in the form of the Holy Spirit unto those 

believers in the upper room [Acts1:2:3], and so birthed the New Creation – every man who 

believes in his heart; and confess with his mouth [Rom.10:9-10]. 

 

The Old Testament reveals many names of God; and each name gives a deeper revelation 

of Who God is to His people. When we get to learn about the revelation of Jesus, we 

understand that Jesus is the fullness, the expression, and the very embodiment of the sum 

of names of God revealed in all the times passed. The Old Testament refers to the Spirit of 

God as the Angel of the Lord, as the Commander of the Lord’s army –or- Host; and even 

the Host of Heaven. For example, when Joshua saw a figure of a man with a sword drawn 

on his way to Jericho; Joshua asked him, are you for us or against us? The ‘man’ answered, 



saying; ‘He is the Captain of the Host of the Lord.’ He was the Holy Spirit; expressed in 

bodily form – He was the Word appearing as a ‘man’ – this manifestation of the Spirit was 

Jesus. The people of the Old Testament didn’t know Jesus, for only much later, by the 

prophets, Jesus are introduced as the Messiah. So we can conclude that from the very 

beginning, Jesus was there as the scripture is witness to this; and that He Himself were God 

then, and still is God now – ‘God is the same yesterday, today, and forever’ [Heb.13:8]. 

 

 Overview of God’s Redemption Plan: 

 

These things are important to understand if we are going to learn about the redemption plan 

of God at its core in the Old Testament. We will also learn how every element of God’s 

redemption plan all points to Jesus Christ. 

 

First, God establish a promise and makes a covenant with Abraham [Gen.15]. God tells 

Abraham that he will be the father of many, and through his seed the nations of the earth 

will be blessed. The seed did not refer to Isaac [the son of Abraham], but it points to Jesus; 

however, it is through the line of Abraham that Jesus would be born into this world, who is 

Jesus, the seed being referred too [see Matthew chapter 1]. We notice a remarkable thing 

in the covenant between God and Abraham. In the Old Testament we read of blood 

covenants between man and God, but in Abraham’s case; God is the one who makes a 

blood covenant with Abraham. Again, this blood covenant foreshadows and point to the 

blood covenant Jesus makes with His New Creation. Let’s look a bit deeper into this blood 

covenant God makes with Abraham. 

 

  God makes a Blood Covenant with Abraham: 

 

In Genesis 15 we read of the covenant God made with Abraham; which was a blood 

covenant. It is important to notice throughout scripture that it was also man who made 

blood covenants with God; but in this case, God made a blood covenant with Abraham. 

 

Whenever there was a blood covenant made with God, the priest would prepare the 

sacrifices, divide it, and pass through the centre of the sacrifices before God which seals it 

as a blood covenant – but in the blood covenant God made with Abraham, Abraham 

prepared the sacrifices, but it was God who passed between the divided sacrifice before 

Abraham. This sets a seriousness to the sacrifice this covenant holds; because it was God 

making a covenant with man. It is also important that we notice through scripture that 

although this type of covenant was made once in the Old Testament, it does point directly 

to the covenant Jesus made with everyone who would believe on His Name and who would 

receive His salvation; for Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice, and He passed in-between His 

sacrifice before all mankind – death, burial, and resurrection. We will discuss this topic in 

more detail in our book ‘Walking Through on Dry Land’ which will be released in 2019; 

for now, you can read about the blood covenant in Genesis 15. 

 

  Old Testament Redemption Plan: 

 

The other covenants God made with His people are also accompanied by God’s 

redemption plan for mankind. Many folks don’t understand why the redemption plan of 

God in the Old Testament is at the cost of the lives of ‘seemingly’ innocent women, 



children, and even animals, as God instructs Israel to dedicate certain cities, nations, and 

people for destruction, with specific details. 

 

Israel [the house of Jacob] was held in slavery in Egypt for about 430 years, and we all 

know how God choose Moses to deliver Israel out of the hand of Pharaoh; but we don’t 

always understand why Israel dwelled in the wilderness for 40 years. We understand the 

commonly taught topic of disobedience; but at the same time don’t always understand why 

God will order and sometimes act Himself in His wrath to wipe out His own people; and at 

times with their entire families [women, children, and livestock]. Could God not spare the 

children at least; and what did the animals do wrong? 

 

See some of the references concerning the wilderness: 

 

The Israelites lived at Mount Sinai for a year. Then the cloud went away 

from the tabernacle. The Israelites followed the cloud into the wilderness. 

The priests carried the ark of the covenant in front of them. Jesus said he 

would lead the Israelites to the promised land [Numbers 10:11–12, 33–

34; Exodus 3:17] 

The Israelites followed Moses. They did not like the wilderness. They 

were not happy. They were sorry they had left Egypt [Numbers 

10:13; 11:1–5] 

 

Jesus sent them manna. The people got tired of eating manna. They 

wanted some meat. Jesus sent some quails for them [Numbers 11:4–9, 

18, 31–33] 

The Israelites came to the land of Canaan. It was the promised land. 

Moses sent twelve spies into the land of Canaan [Numbers 13:2–3] 

The spies came back. They brought many kinds of fruit. They said the 

land was very good. But some of the spies were afraid of the people of 

Canaan. The people were big and strong. They lived in big cities with 

walls around them [Numbers 13:21–31] 

The Israelites listened to the spies. The Israelites were afraid. They 

thought they could not capture the land of Canaan. They were angry at 

Moses. They wanted to go back to Egypt. They did not have faith in God 

[Numbers 14:1–4] 
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Jesus was angry at the Israelites. He told Moses he would not help them 

anymore. Moses asked God to forgive them. Jesus forgave them. But he 

would not let them go into the promised land. He told Moses to take the 

Israelites back into the wilderness [Numbers 14:11–25] 

God said they must live in the wilderness for forty years. The older 

Israelites did not have faith in God. They would die in the wilderness. 

Their children would grow up and go into the promised land. The 

Israelites went back into the wilderness [Numbers 14:23, 29–

34; Deuteronomy 2:1] 

One day the Israelites were very thirsty. There was no water to drink. 

They told Moses they wanted water [Numbers 20:2–5] 

Jesus Christ told Moses how to get water. Moses hit a rock two times with 

his rod. Water came out of the rock. The people drank the water. 

Numbers 20:6–11 

 

Moses led the people in the wilderness for forty years. He taught them the 

commandments of God [Numbers 14:33–34; Deuteronomy] 

When Moses was 120 years old, God told him to go to a mountain. Moses 

saw the land of Canaan. It was the land God had promised the Israelites. 

Then God took Moses [Deuteronomy 32:49–52; 34:1–7; Alma 45:19] 

Hebrews 3:7-19 gives us reference to the sins of Israel in the wilderness 

and God’s wrath against them; stating that the wilderness stands as a 

warning to all mankind. 

 

To better understand this, we must learn more about the dealings of the surrounding 

nations of Israel; their way of life, the religion, their culture, their wickedness, and 

ultimately, their influence on the Israelites. 

 

We can’t live like Canaanites and be blessed like Israelites: 

 

Canaan was a pagan nation, wicked to the core of their beings; and their wickedness was 

not only in the idolatry, but it extended far into opposing the very moral principles of God. 

In short; the inhabitants of Canaan not only worshipped idols, but they also sacrificed their 

children on altars of fire to the false gods [Lev.20:2; Deut,12:31]. When Israel started to 

mix with the Canaanites, their relationships became a very snare and awoke the things they 

grew accustom to in Egypt. Yes, the Israelites also turned to worship the gods of the 

Canaanites [Jug.2:11-15], they also sacrificed their children to the Canaanites’ gods; but 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/14.11-25?lang=eng#10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/14.23%2C29-34?lang=eng#22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/14.23%2C29-34?lang=eng#22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/2.1?lang=eng#0
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/20.2-5?lang=eng#1
http://www.mormon.org/beliefs/jesus-christ
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/20.6-11?lang=eng#5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/14.33-34?lang=eng#32
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/1?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/32.49-52?lang=eng#48
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/34.1-7?lang=eng#0
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/45.19?lang=eng#18


there is still more. In likeness to Sodom and Gomorrah, the Canaanites whored among each 

other, having group orgies, indulging in homosexual affairs and even bestiality [which is 

having sex with animals / Lev.18]. The entire nation of Canaan was polluted with 

wickedness; their livestock was unclean and even their children was born of the sinful acts 

of the mothers and fathers; and some Israelites were influenced to partake in this sinful 

way of living as they laid with men and woman of Canaan, taking their daughters as wives 

for their own sons and giving their daughters as wives to their sons. Does this ring a bell of 

our society today? 

 

  Purging of Sins: 

 

The wickedness of Canaan and that of the Israelites who mixed with the Canaanites where 

an abomination; their entire household [young and old, men and women, servants and 

slaves, livestock and even babies] was corrupted and wicked. Therefore God purged the 

wicked from among an evil nation. We see evidence of this from the beginning of time 

when the first man, Adam, has sinned. The wickedness that emerged with Cain towards his 

brother Able [Gen.4]; also in the story of Noah who was the only righteous man in his 

time, for the world around him was very wicked [Gen.6-7]. We see a cycle of wickedness 

emerging in Sodom and Gomorrah [Gen.19]; and it continues through in the line of Jacob 

and later the time of slavery of Israel in Egypt. Then it goes on and follows in the 

wilderness after Israel was delivered out of the hand of Pharaoh; and beyond… 

 

  Why Babies? 

 

Many times people just don’t understand why God had to order his people to kill even the 

babies; saying: ‘Aren’t babies innocent until an age of understanding?’ Yes they are; but 

the sin is already in them. Is it then not better that God calls on the life of an innocent baby 

to be eternally saved, than to let a child grow up in the sinful nature of its parents which 

has been imparted through wickedness; and then being eternally damned? It might seem 

wrong in our eyes that God can command the slaughter of babies, but seeing it through the 

eyes of God, it is mercy. God loves all people; but when people don’t repent, they can’t 

enter into God’s presence. Taking young lives like this was an act of mercy, it was love 

express eternally; a love which needs no justification. 

 

  Our Society Today: 

 

This also helps us understand why it seems like God isn’t putting an end to abortions 

today… Our world is not less wicked than that of Canaan; neither more righteous than 

Sodom. In fact, day-by-day our society is embracing Canaan; rebuilding Sodom, and rising 

up Babel again – society is on a path of self-destruction and eternal condemnation. Are we 

really going to live like Canaan and still be expectant of Israel’s blessings? Or are we 

going to be like Lot who lived in silence to the sins of Sodom because we are desiring a 

better life? Lot didn’t partake in the sins of Sodom, but neither did he warn to people of 

their trespasses. Lot turned a blind eye to the sins of Sodom, because he didn’t want to 

jeopardize his business relations with the people of Sodom; he was making money and he 

lived in the comfort of gain. Was he blessed? Yes, he was indeed! Did it end well for him? 

No, it didn’t! He lost everything when he had to leave Sodom empty handed. His wife was 

turned into a pillar of salt [Gen.19:26]; and his own daughters deceived him and 



committed incest with him [Gen.19:30-38]. He himself was the author of a low and 

worthless ending. 

 

  It all points to Jesus: 

 

The atonement of sin foreshadows the death, burial, and resurrection on Jesus Christ, the 

Lamb of God and our Savoir. If we would only pay attention to the increase of wickedness 

around us; even that which dwells among us in our households and church, then we might 

stop asking foolish questions like: ‘Why is God allowing these things?...’; and instead we 

will start warning people.  

 

 

 

This teaching serves as a preface of our new[2 volume] book 

which will be released in 2019, titled: ‘Walking Through on Dry 

Land’ – which is inspired by a comprehensive study of the Old 

and New Testament Surveys by Christian Leaders Institution 
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